
 

 

WHITECHURCH PARISH,  
 

Sunday, 28 February, 2021. 
 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, 
 

                      ‘Return to the way of righteousness’ 
 

Today’s Collect prays that we may ‘return to the way of righteousness’. During 
Lent we are encouraged to examine our lives in the light of God’s 
commandments, and of Christ’s example, so that we realize the ‘errors’ that have 
led us astray. Then, assured of Christ’s forgiveness and fellowship, we can return 
to the right way and ‘follow all such things as are agreeable’ to it. 
 
 

• THE GREETING 
 

The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you         
All: And also with you.                         
 

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
All: teach me your paths. 
 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
All: for you are the God of my salvation; 

for you I wait all day long. 
 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
All: according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ 

sake, O Lord!                                      (Ps. 25:4-5, 7) 
 

 PRAYER 
 

 Almighty God, to whom  
all hearts are open, all desires known,                                                         
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your Holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.                  Amen. 
 

 PENITENCE 
 

Hear the commandments which God has given to his people, and examine your 
hearts. 
 

(This Response is said between the Commandments): 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

  
▪ I am the Lord your God:   

   You shall have no other gods but me ………….. 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

  
▪ You shall not make for yourself any idol ………….. 

 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 



   
▪ You shall not dishonour the name of the Lord your God ……… 

 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
  

▪ Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy …………….. 
All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 

▪ Honour your father and mother ……………… 
All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 

  
▪ You shall not commit murder ………………… 

 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
  

▪ You shall not commit adultery ………………. 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
  

▪ You shall not steal ……………… 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
  

▪ You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour ……. 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
  

▪ You shall not covet anything which belongs to your neighbour…… 
 All: Amen. Lord, have mercy upon us and write all these your 

laws in our hearts. 
 

 In a moment of honest reflection, let us confess to God our failure to keep   
these commandments … 

 
 ABSOLUTION 

 

 May Almighty God, who sent his Son 
into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, 
now and for ever.                                 Amen. 

 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY    Let us pray … (silent prayer) 
 

             Almighty God,  
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, that they may 
return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 
that they may reject those things that are contrary to their profession, and 
follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.       Amen. 

 

• THE SCRIPTURE  READINGS: Genesis 17, v. 1-7, 15-16. 
 

    (God’s Covenant to Abraham and his descendants). 
 

(After the reading) 
 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

 All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL: St. Mark 8, v. 31 – 38. 
                         (Jesus anticipates His passion and death). 



 
(After the reading) 
 

 This is the Gospel of Christ. 
 

 All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
                                                     
            AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

 Let us declare our faith in God: 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
 source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
 

 All:  We believe and trust in him. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
 who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 
 

 All:  We believe and trust in him. 
 

 Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
 who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in  
 the world? 
 

 All:  We believe and trust in him. 
 

 This is the faith of the Church. 
 

 All:  This is our faith. 
 We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy  
   Spirit. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS. 
 

    ▪God the Father,      
        All: have mercy on us. 
 

▪God the Son,                
All: have mercy on us. 

 

▪God the Holy Spirit,   
All:  have mercy on us. 

 

▪Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity,          
All:  have mercy on us. 

 
▪ From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy; from envy, 

hatred, and malice; and from all evil intent, 
 All: Good Lord, deliver us. 
 

▪ Enlighten Michael our Archbishop and all who minister with knowledge 
and understanding, that by their teaching and their lives they may 
proclaim your Word. 

All: Hear us, good Lord. 
 

▪ Give your people grace to hear and receive your Word and to bring forth 
the fruit of the Spirit.    

All: Hear us, good Lord. 
 

▪ Strengthen those who stand, comfort and help the faint-hearted, raise up 
the fallen; and finally beat down Satan under our feet. 

All: Hear us, good Lord.                                              P.T.O. 



 
▪ Guide our own President, Taoiseach and Government and the leaders of 

all the nations into the ways of peace, of healing and of justice.      
All: Hear us, good Lord. 

  
▪ Help and comfort the lonely, the bereaved, and the oppressed.   

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

▪ Heal the sick in body and mind, and provide for the homeless, the hungry 
and the destitute.   

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

▪ Show your pity on prisoners and refugees, and on all who are in trouble.   
All: Lord, have mercy. 

 
▪ Hear us as we remember those who have died in the peace of Christ, both 

those who have confessed the faith and those whose faith is known to 
you alone; and grant us with them a share in your eternal Kingdom. 

 All: Lord, have mercy. 
               

▪ Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 
and our deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit to 
amend our lives according to your holy Word. 

All: Holy God, holy and strong, holy 
      and immortal, have mercy on us.    Amen. 

                                                                                                    (The Litany) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, who art in heaven…………………. 
 

 
 CONCLUDING PRAYER 

 

All: Lord, help us fight valiantly as disciples of Christ against sin,                    
the world and the devil, and to remain faithful to Christ  
to the end of our lives.                      Amen. 

     

THE BLESSING. 
 

Christ give us grace to grow in holiness, to deny ourselves, to take up our cross 
and to follow Him. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, be with us and remain with us, on this day and for evermore. Amen.    
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